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SUBSISTENCE OF NA V A,JO INDIANS IN NBW MEXICO. 
• LETTER 
l <'ROM THE 
.SECRETARY OF- THE INTERIOR,_ 
TRANSMITTING 
- . 
An estin~ate for an _appropriation of $185,000 for subsisting _ the Nava;jo 
Indians in.New Mexfco ,up. to'the 30th of June, 1873. 
DR{;EMilER 20, 1871.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to 
,: . be printed. · 
; DEPARTMENT' OF THE' INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., December 16, 1871,.: 
SIR: I liave the borior to _transmit herewith a copy of a report of the 
Commissjoner of Indian Affairs, dated the 15th instant, subri1itting an 
esdmate for ~m appropriation of $185,000 for subsisting tbe Navajo -
Indiarns in New _Mexico up to-the 30th June, 1873. · 
A copy of a communication from Superintende.µt Pope, representing -
the urg·en,cy o~ the case, is also herewith transmitted,. with the recom-
mendation of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
I co_rnmend the subject to the favorable consideration of Congress . 
. Very respectfully, you:r; obedient servant, 
. B. R. ,COW AN, 
Acting Secretary .. · 
Hon.·. J .A.MES G. BLAINE, · _ 
Speaker Hoitse of Representatives. 
,, 
-DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF 1'HE INTERIOR, OFFI_CE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,. 
fJlashington, D. C., December 15, 1871. 
Sm: I haYP, the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed c"opy of 
-a letter from Nathan.iel Pope, Superintendent Indian Affairs for New 
Mexico,. dated Washington, D : C .• December 11, 1871, representing 
the _urgen~ n_ecessity. for further provision being made for the Navajo 
Indmns -of lns superrntendency. . · , -
These people; numbering some eight or nine thousand souls, are, by the 
total fai1ure of their crops, left entirely dependent on the Government 
for support, while the means •at the disposal of the Department appli-
cable to their relief are inadequate to provide for their increased 
necessities. · 
~ SUBSISTENCE Ol!' -NAVAJO INDIANS IN NEW MEXICO. 
I concur in the views expressed by Superintendent Pope, regarding 
the urgency of the case, and respectfully recommend that the matter b_~ 
laid before Congress, with a request that the sum of $60,000 be appropri-
ated for the subsistence of these Indians up to June 30, 1872; and that 
an additional appropriation qf $125,000 be made for their subsh;tence 
from that time till the end of next fiscal year, June 30, 1873. 
Very respectfolly, your obedient servant, 
F. A.WALKER, Com.missioner. 
Hon. C. DELANO, 
Secretary of tlie Interior. 
Estirnate of appropriation required for subsisting the Navajo Indians ·up to 
June 30, 1873. 
Por this amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary for subsisting the 
Navajo Indians in New Mexico for the fiscal ye:1r ending June 30, 1872...... $(">0, 000 
. And for the fiscal.year ending June 30, 1873 .......•...........•.......•.... 125,000 
Total ........... _ ...... _ .. _ ... _ ..................... _ . .... __ ... . _ . . . 185, 000 
NEW MJ~XICO SUPEH,IN'.l'ENDENCY, 
Washington, D. O., December 11, 1871. 
Sm: Owing to the unfortunate location of the Navajo Indians of this 
superintendency as regards facilities for farming, they have raised com-
paratively nothing for several yea,rs past for their support, and their 
condit,ion seems to demand immediate attention. 
I am informed by Agent Miller that these Indians planted more and 
worked harder during the pa.st year than at any time since they have 
been on the reservation, but their crops will be a total failure, owing to 
the same causes that have operated heretofore, namely, a great scarcity 
ofmoistnre during the summer, and early and severe frosts during the 
fall, and I am convinced, in view of their repeated failures to raise crops, 
that these Indians cannot be made self-sustaining by tilling the soil 
alone. The subsistence that has been furnished them will be expended 
during next month, and a failure to provide for their fature support 
will entail a much greater expense upon the Department of paying 
numerous and just claims for depredations committed upon citizens. 
living in the vicinity of the reserrntion. · 
The avajoes number about 8,000 souls, and if the Department fails 
to provi<.le for them, they will subsist upon the people of the Territory, 
as they have done heretofore when there was a scarcity of subsistence 
at the agency. • 
I would therefore urge upon the honorable Commissioner the necessity 
of a king Oongres to make a special appropriation for subsisting the 
av__ajo Indian during the present fiscal year of at Jeast $75,000, and 
120,000 for the next fiscal year ending J uue 30, 1873. 
With much re pect, &c., 
NATHANIEL POPE, 
Superintendent for Indians for New Mexico. 
lion. FRANClIS .A. ·w ALICER, 
Oonirnissioner of Indian Affa-irs, Washington, D. C. 
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